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Community-Based Sanctions
Community-based punishments are specified sanctions authorized by the court. They take three forms, namely; financial, residential, and non-residential sanctions. Residential community control sanctions include community-based correctional facilities, halfway houses, and others. Non-residential options include community supervision, drug and alcohol treatment, house arrest, electronic monitoring. These sanctions allow an inmate to go ahead and undertake sentencing outside the government institutions set aside for that specific job. They do so in a community setting. Community-based punishments are usually cheaper for the government as compared to confinement of a criminal in the state prisons and local jails. The best forms of this sentencing that would help Maryland State Senate reduce its budget of incarceration are community service and Probation residential center.
In the case of community service, an offender is placed in an agency that offers community-based services to work unpaid as a form of punishment. The agencies are usually non-profitable while the offender is expected to work for specified times. This form is not expensive since the agencies to not hold the person as an inmate and do not cater to their needs but in return usually gain from their services and the community too. On the other hand, probation residential center, involves an offender being taken to structured places to learn job skills such as tailoring, while at the same time being trained on various aspects such as drug-related training. These places do not necessarily need to be funded heavily as the people there do not stay for long and also help in offering services.
These two forms of community-based sanctions leave a lot to be desired. They not only make the offender busy but also offer them a chance to give back to society and similarly benefit it huge while undertaking their sentence. These forms too correct the offenders in a great way, through counseling and making them interact with counseling activities and work simultaneously. This would not only reduce the budget of confining them in the prison walls but also serve as a great way to help them understand how to live in the community.
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